


"The kids always enjoy getting food that's different from their school meals," Coover said. "Our 

budget doesn't typically allow us to provide restaurant meals unless they're donated. We've 

occasionally received food from chain restaurants, but this was our first time participating through 

the Lodi Community Foundation." 

The Bear Creek High School band received pizza from Rick's Pizza with support from the Lodi 

Community Concert Association, while Junior Rascals participants were served tortas from Super 

Tortas Chilangas on Lodi Avenue. 

"These meals are making a real difference for Lodi's youth and local restaurants," said Bonnie 

Emerson, a board member of the Lodi Community Concert Association. "Students enjoyed a break -

and the pizza - during a very full day of rehearsal and performance." 

Ponick said similar programs have been launched by other community foundations across 

California, often in response to homelessness or natural disasters. 

While three nonprofits have partnered with local restaurants so far, several more are expected to 

participate this summer, particularly during youth camps, he said. 

"The goal is for the program to grow over time," Ponick said. "We want it to be sustainable. As 

awareness increases, we expect more nonprofits will request meals." 

To get involved as a partner or donor, visit lodicommunityfoundation.org or call the Lodi Community 

Foundation at 209-400-7192. More information about the program is available at 

tinyurl.com/LCFMealProject. 


