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Big gifts give Lodi community a financial boost 

Nonprofit foundation now a $33 million asset thanks to large donations 

Wes Bowers/News-Sentinel Staff Writer 

Dec 24, 2025 

Two decades ago, a small group of community leaders brainstormed ideas to create a permanent 

source of financial support for Lodi. 

The end result was the Lodi Community Foundation, a philanthropic organization that has supported 

veterans, the arts and other programs and services in the area. 

As the foundation marks its 20th anniversary, its vision to support the community has taken a 

profound leap forward thanks to three residents whose long-planned legacy gifts came to fruition in 

2025. 

The LCF said the gifts have transformed the organization from a $9 million foundation into a $33 

million community asset able to serve the region with greater reach and responsiveness. 

The first gift received was nearly $22 million from the Sheila Wishek Estate in January, and the 

foundation's board contacted a nonprofit consultant to help develop policies to distribute the 

donation. 

Born and raised in Lodi, Wishek passed away on Jan. 12, 2024 in San Francisco and left millions of 

dollars to 18 organizations, including St. Anne's Church and school, the Lodi Woman's Club, 

Salvation Army, Lodi Memorial Hospital Foundation, Lodi Boys and Girls Club, the Hutchins Street 

Square Foundation and the Lodi Public Library Foundation. 






